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satire’s myteeapun; but I’m too discreet, 
fo run a-muck and tilt atal!l I meet: 


d only wear it in a land of Hectors, 
Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors. — Pope. 
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iO THE REFORMERS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
Un the Declaration of the Boroughmongers, that they 
bell huve NO REFORMI. 
—<AR 
LETTER i?. 
aR. PMISS, MR. DUNC OBE, ‘IR. ROBINSON, MR. WYNN, 
OPPONENTS OF REFORM ! 


Lord John Russell, at the close of his address, stated 
nat “he could not conceal from himself the fact, that 
there existed a sort of jealousy belween the opposition 

réhin, and the opposition without the walls of Par- 
‘Hament.” i canuot forbear calling his attentign to the 
‘cause of this jealousy ; which is, in “fuel, the cause why 

early all the labours of the « pynos ition within the House 
are thrown aw: ay. It has er. . ceased to be a question 
with the op position without the walls, as.ta whut purty 
should govern the country, upon the present system.— 
The reat struggle during the reign of delusion, was 

*hether = 2» Wigs, or Tories, or in other words, whe- 

her supposed good, or know n bad men, should conduct 
2 ba > The idea of any material change In the 
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system itself being unneeessary, is but of modern srowth. 
ft is true, there have been always some few who saw 
through the delusion of the State mockery, called the 
“envy and admiration of the world.” As far back as 
17414, Sir John Carew contended, that Annual Parlia- 
ments were the only means of checking the corrupt in- 
fluence of Ministers of State, over the Representatives 
of the people; and when the indefatigable labours of 
Major Cartwright began to be incessantly devoted to 
the exposition of the existing sham system of representa- 
tion, the principles of Radical Reform gained ground ; 
but their progress was at first slow. The credulity and 
self-importance of the people, were loth to look reason 
and facts steadily in the face ; and it was not until the 
Piit System, which could only have been built upon the 
borough system, had thrown the nation into the “ gulph 
‘* of bankruptcy,” that the great body of the people could 
be induced to think for themselves upon the subject of 
Parliamentary Reform. Nay, the atiention of the agri- 
cultural part of the community to this subject, is scarcely 
twelve months old ; and the fundbolders continue at pre- 
sent in the very height of their infatuation, because the 
evil consequences of the system have not yet reachetl 
them. The manufacturing interest has been described 
asa sheep, which may be shorn to the quick, withoul 
producing any further resistance, than a few ineffectual 
BAAs! The avricultural interest has been compared to 
a hog, which would not lose a bristle without stunning 
the neighbourhood with its cries. However, the cries ot 
the one have been no more regarded than the baa-ing ¢ 
the other. All the bristles have been pulled off the hog, 
and ali the wool taken from the sheep; and there 1s Ne~ 
thing: left for the Pitt System to devour, but that “« fatted 
* calf the fundholder ; aud then we shall have a ger 
ral chorus for Radical Reform. The great majority ° 
the nation have some time seen it was the only remedy 5 
and, therefore, they do not take part in any of the strug- 


gles made by the opposstion aithin the walls ; for thes 


think the straewles are for themselves, and not for the 
pductee 


vation. Et iaivht be better if the svstem were ¢ 
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iy elfer men; butin this case, the evils arise out of 
iie system, rather than out of the men: and the decla- 
ration, that “no minister can be honest under the sys- 
“tem,” has become, from its evident truth, a political 
ariom. ‘She opposition without the walls, therefore, 
want a pledge, that the system shall be altered ; and 
without such pledge they can never zealously co-ope- 
rate with the oppesilion within the walls. Now, there 
is no party, and scarcely any individual, that will give 
this pledge; so that there is yet no community of inte- 
rest, or object, belween the two oppositions: and with- 
oul such community, there can be no co-operation. The 
opposition without, 2¢sh the ministry to be defeated on 
ali questions of Reform and Economy ; but it is not @ 
generaé wish, that they should be dismissed, to make 
room fur any other party. Nor will such a wish ever 
become general, unless the Whigs will distinctly avow 
their determination to EF FECT a Reform. I am aware 
it is their creed, that such an avowal would exclude 
them for ever from the cabinet. But they are excluded 
for ever, if they will wo make such an avowal ; for they 
can never be seated ia office, without the active co-ope- 
ralion of the people ; and that co-operation eannot be ex- 
pected, unless the great object of the people be earnestly 
pursued. There requires much on the score of conciliation. 
The persecution and slander of the Retormers were not 
confined io the Members of the administration. If the 
Tories drew the sword against Reform, the Whigs helped 
to draw it from the scabbard, and to put it into their 
hands ; and the Six infamous Acts of Parliament were 
engendered by the disgraceful cealition of those who 
hh With those who possessed,, the reins of power. 
ve are caver for the conciliation of all the real friends of 
Reform ; but the jealousy must be removed by the par- 
cs Who gaye rise to its existence. Lord John Russell 
Knows that the people are not jealous without reason ; 
tnd that they will cease to be suspicious, when they see 
ose who require their confidence, acting as wel! as 
‘peaking in their behalf. On an early occasion, I shall 
Pont out to this neble Lord, the certain means by which 
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ihe Vi bigs . if lliey ; Fe really lik CATHES t. (a ind We truss 
as well as believe that many of them nou are j may effect 
that Reform. which several have declared their CODEC) 
entious belief is the only means of national salvation, 
At present, we must return te the consideration of the 
remainder of this singular debate. 

The first opponent of the motion, was Horace Twiss? 
Many of my readers, | am afraid, will ask who this Ho- 
race Twiss can be! On such an occasion, the leading 
champion of the eternal duration of a corrupt and defec- 
tive representation, will be haps arnige to be a man of 
yote! for when any thing is to be defended which will 
not bear the test of reason an iruth, some giant is ge- 
nerally employed to produce the requisite conviction, or, 
at any raic, the required subsmission By his club! In 
this in: lance, however. the custom is reversed ; and, in- 
stead of setting a Giant to attack the Dwarf, I believe 
Mr. Punchinell himself would not be afraid of Mr. Ho- 
race Twiss. As, hiowever, all the value of zs oppos- 
tion to Reform is derived from what he is, and not from 
what he says, 1 will endeavour to point out who he is, 
in the first instance. Whether lie is any relation to the 
iraveller, Twiss, whe was immortalized by a couplet a! 
the bettom of a cerlain chanber utensil, for libelling the 
jnieh character, | know not; but FP find en a Member of 
Parliament forthe notorious boroughof Wootlon- Bassett 
This borough is said to be in the patronage of the moz! 
noble Viscount t Bolingbroke, and the Earl “of Clarendon. 
Piie latter af these noblemen hasa brother (named John 
Villiers) with sinecures to the amount of 2,2501. per au- 
num ; besides being Marshal of Antigua, for which he 
receiv es 2.5001. per annum in adi ‘tien. fe has another 
brother, (named George) who has sinecures to the 
amount of 3,300}., with a sinecure besides at Gibraltar, 
worth 1,200). per annum. So that ty ese two gentemen 
kindly ease the nation of 9,250! ef the amount of that 
ebundaiuce whieh is contributed < tle shape of taxeé. 
Perhaps Horace Twiss, then,*is the rec@pt in ft ull to the 
M onistyy for these sinceures, as | find bin «fu uy’ voting 
hur the Ministei weainst all retrenchment. anid ali eco 
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womny and, im fact, a Sains f every Chin that does uot 
Ay iinale with the Treas y Benches. fle has, 1 believe, 
a0) ol ace himself; but there is uo harm in a little loyal 
> a 


prpectaiion. Nor do we say that he paid the Wootton- 
Passett voters the “* twenty-five or forly guineas a man,”’ 


hetween Which sum the prices of votes are held to vary , 
for this expence should, in justice, fall upon the patron, 
who cau well aflord it, out of the family advantages 
which the sinecures of his brothers produce. It will 
however, be clearly seen, that what Mr. Horace Twiss 
may say in opposition to Reform, is not wortha momeav’s 

eousideration. He is its interested enemy ; and as a 
partial, and ¢nterested w dtness, his evidence must be re- 
icted ; for, as if is certain that ‘he could not sit for Wot- 
ton- Bassett, if that place were deprived of its abused and 
usurped privileges, his seat, as long as it remains desira- 
rable, is a constant retaining fee for his opposition to 
Reform. Could Lord John Russell expect the poor 
man to vote for his own expulsion? Oh! fie! We 
will, however, just peep at what he says, for the mere 
lumour of the thing ;—not that there is any humour in 
lis speech, but it contains a “ thrifty saving knowledge,” 

very common amonyst animals of this description. "He 
sid that Lord John had not laid “ sufficient erounds 
lor his motion. Certainly not; for Mr. Twiss, who 
could hardly be expected to admit any grounds ‘would 
be sufficient for occasioning him the loss of his seat. 
Would any rat admit the cal, that was about to devour 
him, had brought ° sufficient grounds,” for the slaugh- 
lor! The cat might plead the robbery of the barn which 
lie was appointed to protect; but the rat would not 
‘hink eating a few ears of corn a suflicient ground for 
being eaten up himself. If the Reformers were to pause, 
until they can shew the horoughmongers sullicient 
grounds for the loss of their usurpations:—they must 
Wait until they are treated as other usurpers have been 
‘reated, who required force to make them reasonable. 
‘o: no! Mr. Twiss! The Reformers never hope to 
couvince the boroughmonycrs—that is out of all the na- 


‘ural seope of i obability. if the lesislature had never 
i Late i} he iE . 


yreb. until lhe robdpei had been furmshed 
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with what he deemed “ sufficient crounds against fi. 
praetice, robbery had remained a flourishing trade among 
the lower, as well as among the higher classes of society. 
Mr. Twiss added —“ They who were for Reform could 
“have no other arguments than its expediency!” — In- 
deed, good Mr. Twiss? And what Reformer ever rest- 
ed the demand for Reform, upon any thing short of the 
RIGHT! Expediency! Why ;—we have indeed en- 
deavoured to shew the boroughmongers, that it might be 
expedient for them, to avoid greater evils, to abandon 
their usurpations, before they were lost themselves. 
This friendly warning, on our part, was given out of 
mere charity to obstinate madmen; but we never placed 
our demands on aay such grounds? Yet Mr. Twiss 
thinks we have no other; and “ he was perfectly 
‘assured no case of expediency could arise!” In 
this sense expedience is a relative term; and though Mr. 
Twiss could hardly deem it expedient to pay justice such 
a compliment as voluntarily to walk out of the house, on 
the mention of reform; yet the time may arrive when 
even he may deem it expedient to do so, to prevent a 
more unpleasant method of removal, by the order ‘of a 
speaker of a reformed parliament. Put at present, 
what Ae thinks expedient for himself, and what may be 
expedient in reality, for the benefit of the country, are 
essentially different. The culprit very rarely can be 
brought te deem it expedient to transport him to theverge 
of this world, or launch bim into the next; yet it Js 
often highly expedient for the good of society, to iake 
such means of getting rid of hin :—and though Mr. 
Twiss might naturally deem it incxpedient for himself to 
remove from St. Stephens, yet to the nation at large the 
measure might be not only expedient, but highly useful 
as well as necessary! Mr. T'wiss objected to the aboli- 
tion of the system, because bribery and corruption were 
mixed up with it:—but it is not on this ground we de- 
mand the abolition =-it is because the bribery and cor- 
ruption are not merely 2eiced wp with the system, but 
that they are its predominant characteristics ; which 
cannot be removed, without its abolition. Mr. Twiss 
went on to say. “there was no sort of reasoning fe 
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which he had so much distaste, as that which dust saght 
“of the good in detecting the evil.” Jn this case, unfor- 
tunately, the good has not been losé sight of, for no 
gool was ever seen by the public to arise out of the 
borough system. Nay, the nation is so blind, that not- 
withstanding he has called its attention to the subject, 
it is not likely to perceive any now, although Mr. Twiss 
himself may be as proper a sample of ald the good the 
borough system can do, as could be furnished! Yet, as 
the people cannot find any advantage in his being seated 
for Wootton Bassett, and as they are blind to the good 
derived from the rest of his borough fraternity, it is na- 
tural that they wish to get rid of the evils of such repre- 
sentation which are as real to the nation, as the good 
may be to such men as Mr. Twiss. This “ good” resem- 
bles Mr. Justice Bailey’s 4@/essing of taxation; which 
was blessed to him, as hu received it, though a curse of 
equal magnitude to the unfortunate devils who have it to 
pay. Thus the corrupt borough system is, doubtless, 
vood and beneficial enough to those who profit by it; 
though the MASTER CURSE to those who sufler under its 
grinding oppression. ‘The next point of this borough 
politician, was the old, ridiculous falsehood, that the 
House of Commons suffciently represented the public 
opinion ; and the proofs given were the abolition of the 
slave trade, the emancipation of religious sects, and the 
mitigation of the penal code. Unluckily, however, we 
all remember how tardily, and how reluctantly these 
partial reforms were conceded—how many years the 
public opinion was despised, how many it was opposed, 
upon all these points. Public opmion weuld have abo- 
lished the slave trade almost a century before the House 
of Comnions began to io thinkupon thesubjeet. And on 
the other poinis, public opinion would have voluntarily gene 
ten times as far as the boroughmongers have gone: while 
ihe advantages that have been obtained with as much 
difficulty as moncy is drawn trom the yrasp ci the miser. 


? 
a 


It is not public opinion, but the borcughmcngers, that 
hold the millions of Catholics in Ireland in a state of 
slavery and misery as extreme as can be paralicled in 
corner of the most despotic region. [tis not public opis 
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nion, fut the boroughm mers Wio oo SCPryYy?2 the |; Grribie 
penal code of England. The pom iple of the borougt: 
system is to yield nothing m the sh: pe of reform, cr 
amendment, that can be ayuided Th e mere accident of 
Myr. Fox being places tr: tae cabinet produce tho > abok 

tion cf the siave trade ; ter which the nation had begged 
and prayer in vain for so many years to Nir. Pitt. The 
Catholi¢s of’ reand oweall the privileges they have cained 

to the fear fest they SuOviG invite france to bre ale Chesed. 
fers; and wile wo remember tie mumerous and merci- 
less execntions for tuc ohtence of atte: is forged notes, 
to which the Bank iself furnished an almost irresistible 
temptation, we shall nave ne creat caus: . imagine that 
the public désire fer the mitigation of the criminal code 
has been in the least attended to. Butit the bvrough- 
mongers had done alt these things, and —_ them spon- 
taneousiy, it would be no = er to the char ze of trea- 
sonably usurping the tights of the nation. A man does 
not discharge a debt of a thousand po sunds, by the ordi- 
nary civility of taking off his hat to his creditor, when 
he meets him in the strect - and this is the full amount 
of ali the kindness which the peopic have received from 
the boroughmongers. Mr. Twiss contended that, so far 
from the proposed reform of Lord John Russell, to lop 
off a hundred beeen aio being a moder “ale re- 
form, it was “ the amputation of an entire limb.” The 
idea of thus wide the body of corruption quie 
startled the worthy member; and for our own parts, we 
think there is seme cruediy in thus proposing to lop off 
limbs, and kill the monster by instalments. We are more 
mercifully inc:ined, than to countenance any such éen- 
geriug torments ; and we should certainly recommend 
that it be put an end to at once. How long the worthy 
member might have deprecated the attack upon the limbs 
of corruption, we cannot guess; though his lamentations 
would probably have lasted some time longer, as being 
himself a sort of finger or toe nail upon the limb, he 
Would naturally drs a 2 an amputation which would leave 
him te wither ou the defunct member ;—but the House 
became so impatient of | his folly, as to give strong indi- 
cations that one who could say so little to the purpos 36 








en aoe 
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‘ad better say nothing atall. With a very happy pre- 
cence of mind, the gentleman scems to have remembered 
the mode in which nurses scare naughty children, by 
threatening to callin some horrible bugbear or other ; and 
knowing the peculiar bugbear of the honcurable House, 
he charmed it to silenec, by the mtroduction of those 


a 


4 


terrible demons, dhe rudecads! whom he dextrously re- 
presented as laying by, in order to see now much Lord 
7 VY) 4 ri : ° mPa ‘ 

John Russell would do for them, being all the while in 


4 
¥ 


readiness to rush forward on the proper occasion, and 
fnish the work fer themselyes:—end during the alarm 
which the bare mention of the Radicals inthe honourable 
Touse never faiis to excite, Mr. Twiss managed. to utter 
a great deal more of such absurdity, as that the demand 
for Reform “ betrayed symptoms of a perpetual dictator- 
“ ship on the part of the people towards the legislature:” 
‘hat the people who “ only formerly claimed to be 
“ governed equilably, now demanded to direct the yo- 
* vernment themselves:” and that ‘* he hoped the House 
“ of Commons would not help to strangle the monarchy, 
“ nor be made the means of burying itself!” —forgetling 
that he had betore said the House ought “ duly to repre- 
“sent public opinion,” which would be a natural con- 
sequence of the perpetual dictatorship that a free nation 
ought to possess with respect to its servahts:—forgetting 
also that the people have an undoubted right to form what 
government they please; and also forgetting very con- 
veniently, that the ascendency of the borough faction Aas 
destroyed all the power of the monarch; and that it is 
hot very usual for the dead to bury themselves. My 
readers will be very anxious to getrid of this Mr. Twiss ; 
but I felt myself bound to be particular in exhibiting the 
opponents of Reform to the dest advantage. I may never 
have another occasion to mention this worthy champion 
of the rights of rotten boroughs, and the virtue of corrupt 
influence. 


| Lord Folkestone was the next speaker ; and announced 
3 <ecession to the cause of reform. He said that “after 
“much doubt and hesitation, he had at length made up 
‘is mind that this measure was absolutely necessary to 
“le salvation of the country. It was impossible that 
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‘any man could take upon himself to say, that the state 
‘* of the representation in that House was what it oug|it 
“to be. In the opinions he had now delivered he was 
‘* arguing against all the prejudices in which he had been 
‘* educated, and the opinions which he had formerly en- 
a nina and of this he was persuaded, that in order 

0 get out ef the difficuitics of the system in which 
“‘ they were involved, they must avail themselves of the 
‘* assistance of a dimely reform; as the people would not 
submit to the sufferings and privations to which they 
‘¢ were exposed, unless parliament was willing to do its 
“duty by restoring them to those RIGHTS, without 
¢ which they could not be expezted to encounter the 
“hardships fo which they were reduced by inisgo- 
** vernment.” 

After this manly avowal of an honest conviction that 
reform was the RIGHT of the people, in opposition to the 
host of prejudices in which a nobleman must almost un- 
avoidably be educated, and which avewal does Lord Folk- 
stone so much honour—rose the next opponent of Re- 
form, in the person of—Mr. Charles Duncombe! He 
is the reputed member for Newport in the Isle of Wight, 
whichis in the patronage of Sir Leonard Thomas Worsley 
iTolmes ; who by virtue of his influence puts in Aimsel/ 
and this Mr. Duncombe. We need not stay to enquire 
anything further about his opposition. | 

Mr.C. Wynn, was the third who entered the listsagainst 
Reform. He is one of the Grenville Party! and Lord 
John Russell, in his preliminary speech, kad drawn. the 
following portrait of this party.—“* Whatever might have 
“ been the merits, or their demerits, such had been their 
“ political conduct, that tie whole people of England held 

them in particular abhorrence. Whoever had abused 
the whigs, whoever had abused the ministers, whoever 
had abused the Radical Reformers ;—all combined, all 
were ready to club their sum of vituperation against 
the Grenville party! His Majesty’s ministers in des- 
pair of obtaining the aid of the popular sentiment, ask- 
ed and received the support of this party: whichas far 
“as public opinion was concerned was literally 00- 
“thing. With utter astonishment, however. the country 
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“ witnessed a levy en masse of the whole of the family 
“and connexions, with all their adherents and de- 
‘* pendents for the service of the crown. I[t seemed as 
“ita general press warrant had been issued to force 
“the whole clan into the support of government. One of 
“them was sent to Switzerland, with a salary large 
“ enough to corrupt the whole senate of the country. A 
6 right Hon. gentleman, like another Bacchus, was sent 
“ to India, thence it was to be presumed to return laden 
“ with the rich spoils of the East. Thus had this whole 
“party become all at once a set of persons on whom 
“the hatred of the people, and the favors of the crown, 
“ were unreservedly bestowed. They became a chosen 
“ and privileged class ; held on the one hand to deserve 
“ execralion ; and on the other to be worthy of power.” 
Then describing the consequences of conduct, on the part 
of individuals who had togive an account of their par- 
liamentary behaviour to the people, he added, “the greater 
portion 6f the Grenville party had no other contituents 
“than the individual who accepted rank * when they 
‘“ accepted office ; and who was a principal partner in 
“ their recent coalitionwith government.” Suchan attempt 
it was to be expected, would call upsome of the redoubt- 
ablemembers of this party,and Mr.C. Wym rose toassert 
the purity of his parliamentary conduct ; and to prove 7t, 
by opposing the consideration of the question of Reform, be- 
cause it was “too general and indefinite—and because it 
‘condemned the existing order of things, without sug- 
‘ gesting a substitution!” We shall waste no time in 
any comments upon such lack-a-daisical nonsense ;— 
but leave Mr. Wynn to console himself with the gains of 
lis office for the loss of his —! merely stating that 
Mr. C. Wynn is the reputed representative of Montgo- 
meryshire, and forms one of the three members who owe 
their seats to the influence of Sir W. W. Wynn ;—the 


a 








* His grace of Buckingham who has been challenging the 
Duke of Bedford, for haviug dared to speak the truth of the levies 
of his family upon the public purse. The Duke of Bedford recery- 
cd his fire, but scorned to return it ;—-aud his grace of Bucking- 
nun sas pure—as firing a pistol at a better man can make him. 
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iatter Asmself being hes oie repres 
hire; and Sie Edward Price Lloy 
Tor °y ' 

,OWN. 


enti nee or De nba, 


sitting for Flint 


The Right Hon. Fred. John Robinson, eldest son of 
the Ear! of H: iddingdon, son-in-law to the Earl of Mac- 
clestield, brother of | that man of might, Lord Grantham, 
and sou-in-law of the late Bari of Buckingh amshire ;— 
Treasurer of the Navy, President of the Board of Trade 
and Plantations, and a Director of Greenwich Hospital, 
ali the duties of which he performs, or neglects, for the 
poor remuneration of five thousand per annum,—was the 
next who ventured to oppose Reform. He sits in Par- 
liament for the borough of Ripon, in Yorkshire, unde 
favour of a lady- borouc! monger, called Mess Lawrence ; 
aud, no doubt opposes a Reform which w ould deprive the 
fair ‘lady of her privileges out of mere gallantry: for we 
cannot suppose that family advant: uses ‘of between forty 
and fifty thousand per annum could at all operate with 
respec! to the sincerity, for which he claims belief. | 
am not entirely able to allow him mine: but as he asks 
for nothing else, | may allow that he conscientiously 
believes a Reform would be a very prejudicial matter for 
himself, as it is very usual for a courtier to put himself 
for the nation, whenever the interests of the two may 
chance to differ. 

I now reach the speech of Mr. Canning against Re- 
form:—but T must defer a consideration of his reasons 
until the following week. This gentleman has, however, 
revised, if he has not altered, his opinions. Instead of 
threatening any longer to annihilate the Reformers, he 
atiows them to take their place in the nation, as an im- 
portant body ; and since he has become willing to reason 
with, instead of persecuting the advocates of Reform, he 
is worth a few pages of reply, and he shall have them. 
Mr. Canning ts not in the condition of the mask which 
the fox deemed a pity that it was not endowed with 
brains; though there are many masks in St. Stephens 
to whom the sarcasm will fully apply. But Mr. Can- 
ning Caunot be reproached w ith want of talent-—however 
he may have been reprobated for the interested use of 


abilities which he undoubtedly possesses. When he 
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‘ters a fallacy, it has therefore some deep design, for 
he cannot be the dupe of it himself. ‘The tone of. his 
address on the present occasion is much altered from his 
eclebrated defiance of Reform at the Liverpool carousels. 
tt is even much more candid—but not a whit mere con- 
clusive. The known opinion of the public scems to have 
pressed upon his head, and mastered the frontless inso- 
lence of successful specu'a ion upon public fully ; and the 
attempt lo disguise a bad cause in the mantle of glitter- 
iy but unsubstanlial cloguence was never more con- 
-picuous, or more unsuccessful. 
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ARSUP DITIES S IN THE MODE RN TRIAL 
BY JURY. 














TO THE EDIPOR 





SIR, April 26, 1822. 

In consequence of the admirable observations of Anti- | 
Graco, outhe English Jury Law, published in a concise tract, 
end of my mage orgg published in your miscellany on the 5th 
1 September, 1821, 1 presume that, as soon as the important 
jestion shall be ieee d to by any member of either house of 
iliament, an end will be immediately put to the practice there- 
a discuss ed, that of a criminal accusation undergoing a secret 
CSCUSSiOn ln a jury TOOM @ fter the closing of a trial in open 
court, 

i have now to notice another practice in the application of 
jury daw, which, bemz equally objectionable, must share the 
ame fate, as soon as b rouzht ‘under the observation of parlia- 
miewt, namely, that of a poe being kept together without meat 
vdrink until the whole shail agree in their verdict ; and being 
wailed if, between the closing of the trial in Court and the | 
Celivery of their verdict, they shall take any refreshment. 

This error, being inseparably connected with the other, must | 

vith it, as soon as brought to the test of law and reason. 
Among many cases that night be cited, I shall single the me- 
“able one which occurred in the reign of Elizabeth. ‘A 
murder being committed, a man, who was suspected of the 


s ¢ 


birt wae arrawned before the Lord Chief Justice, Andersen ; 
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‘the evidence was so strong, that the Judge directed the Jury to 
‘find the prisoner gui/ty, aud they going together to consult of 
‘ their verdict;cleven were for finding him guilty, but the twelfth 
‘ was against it: this begat great dispute, and the Judge, expect- 
ing a present verdict, sent for them, to know the reason why 
they staid so long, he being ready to rise; the Jury told him 
they were all agreed but one, whereupon the Judge (very 
improperly) asked him why he did not agree with his fellows 
to find the prisoner guilty, seeing there was so plain and full 
evidence? To this the twelfth man gave no answer, (whence 
by the way it may be noted, that none of the Jury are bound 
to declare their reason for their opinion). So the Jury was 
sent out again; but no persuasions could prevail with the 
twelfth man to agree with the rest; therefore the Jury were 
tobe shut up all night without meat or drink, and in the 
morning great were the complaints fiom the eleven, of he 
indisposition of their health; and the Judges in commisera- 
tion sent for them, and they agreeing with the twelfth man, 
* the prisoner was found not guilly, and so acquitted.’—(Guide 
to Juries, 1699. p. 169.) 

The Chief Justice having requested the twelfth man to come 
to his lodgings, it turned out ¢ that he was the person that had 
‘ unfortunately killed the man? 

Ifere then is matter for observation and for queries. 

1. On the reasoning in Anti-Draco’s Tract, and my former 
Letter, and on the well-known principles of our jury law, when 
the Judge was first told by the Jury that one of them dessented 
from a verdict of guilly, they should zot have been sent out 
again, but he ought to have informed them, that, in such case, 
the law did not require agreement, buta verdict of acquittal. 

2. Here, fora cause inexcusable ina Judge, we see the life 
of an innocent man, improperly exposed to the effect of infirmi- 
ty, inmind or body, of a Juror, who might have doomed iin 
to an ignominious death. 

3, Supposing the twelfth man had not himself slain the decreas 
ed, but bad rested his dissent only on circumstances, which 
convinced him of the prisoner’s innocence ; and supposing also 
that this twelfth man was of very intirm health and feeble con- 
constitution, might not the torture of being kept awake and 
fasting all night, after the fatigue of attending all day in court 
have so confused kis understandine, and so undermined his 
fortitude, that by the “ complaints,” reproaches, and subtle af- 
eumens of fils fellow. he mieht bave been gained over to ® 
verdict that would have murdered an mmocent man ? 


¢ 


“ 























THE BLACK DWARP. 663 


+ But asa reasonable doubt of a prisoner’s gull, 1s to rene 
Jer a conscientious juryman (according to the spirit of our 
law) incapable of dooming that prisoner to death, how great may 
be the danger of a fatal consequence to an innocent man, if 
ali juryman of infirm body, and not very strong mind, is to be 
subject to be thus put to a torture, as reprehensible as the tor- 
ture of an inquisition, to extort a verdict of criminality, 
which has frequently brought innocence to destruction, 

5. tis doubtless as contrary to the humane principle of our 
law, as repugnant to reason, that it shall be put into the power 
of a wicked and malignant wretch, who has a heart of marble, 
abody of iron, anda stomach as strong as a bull’s hide, to ex- 
tort from feebler men a verdict of guilty against innocence by 
dint of torture. 

6: It must be obvious that this mode of bringing jurymen 
to agreement, is as monstrous as that of an expurgation of ac- 
cused persons by walking on red hot plough shares, or plung- 
ing an arm into boilins water. 

7. Asobserved in my former letter, if, by a trial in open 
court, ALL the jury are convinced of a prisoner’s guilt, there 
is no need of this torture to bring them to an agreement. If 
ALL believe him innucent, there is as little need of this expe- 
dient; and when there is a division of opinion, the verdict by 
‘ao, and without delay, must be an acquittal, although, as in 
the case cited, there be but ove in favour of the accused. 

5. Hence it appears, that this erroneous practice of keeping 
| Jury without meat or drink, until they agree, is part and 
parcel of that other erroneous practice, of a second and private 
tal 11 asecret jury room, after a public trial in open court ; 
and that both errors, old as they may be, must vanish as soon 
'3 Proper steps to that end shall be taken ; because ** nothing 

“which is against reason is lawful;” and because “ the law of 
. * England will not endure an absurdity,’ ’—See Co. Lit. 96, and 

Lo. 22. 

9. "Vo show the exfravagences to which absurdity leads, 
ve know that, by order of Justices, erroneously called Judges, 
nines, who are the real judges of all criminal accusations, have 
been put into carts to follow their Lordships in their eitcuits, 

til the jurors agreed in their verdicts. Here then, are those 
aie by the CONSTITUTION, are the SoLE JuDGES of the 
land, shamefully and insolently treated by those alo are only 
the assessors or assistants of the juries, and mere creatures of 
Wi Sand carnedin oa cart from town to towa, like crimi- 

fii this case, what becomes of its bemg penal to eat on 
Aorist acreed us them ve rilict ? 
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is must Le now scen, that it is nigh time this vulear erro r, and 
LROUSTION efupidit Ys were thrown a ter the ved hut plough 
shares, and boiling water, as criteria of moral truth, into the 
wnuiquarian receptacle of curious rubbish. Thus, Sir, wwo ab- 
curd, diseraceful, and miscli evous practices, s, Which deform our 
Jury Laws, furnish ignorance and malice With pretended 

sjections would be got rid of, and that inestimable feature of 
cur coustitution shine in its native lustre. 

JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 

P. S, Coke upon Littleton p. O69, says, in respect of a Jury, 
if any instruct them, or put them i in fear, or the like, it is 
punishable, as maintenauce or saline, either at King’s 2 
cuit, or at parties; and perhaps it wontd puzzle one to 
how, Wiiv a Jadee is not within this law; for how can 
he be said to do this as a Judge when to do so is no 
part of lis ofhee? And why should any usege «alter the case 
here, avy more than in other cases of breal king the laws? It 
is too much any Judge should dosucha thing, considering he that 
sage without a Jury, certiiuly judges without authority: and 

= that judges witha “Jur y, but governed or led by him, judges 
onivi v colour of a Jury, and by coiour of ‘authority, and that 
makes himself forsworn in end by the oath taken at his beme 
create salle: makes the d fury ali forsworn, violates the greatest 
privilege of the reciaab infringes the most often confirmed 
ton ot = kingdom, and also does particularly the party 
offended the greatest wrong imag inal a inasmuch as by colour 
of law, and makes all the Jury accessanies to the whole 
Cruide to Juries, Anon, 1uuG. 

‘sothing is more usual than to co mpoase the most (dangerous 
distempers of nations by acts of general amnestry, which were 
atlerly unjust, if it were as great a crime to suffer the guilty to 
escape, as to de siroy the innecent. Wedo not only find those 
prnees represented in history under odious characters, who have 
busely murdered the innoe ent, but such as by their sptes and 
informers Were too nq’ lisilive after the guilty ; whiereas Hone 
was ever blamed for clemency, or for being too gentle interpre- 
ters of the laws. ‘Though Trajan was an excellent prince, 
endeared with all Herodical virtues, vet the most eloquent 
writers, and his best friends found nothing more to be praised in 
his government, than that in his time, “all men might think 
what they pleased, and every man speak what he thought, and 
he had no better w ay - distinguishing himself from his “wicked 
pre lecessors, than eee up the spies and informers, 
whom they had se hast fur the discovery [or creation] of 
CMHHES - i. ord Sumer: crn Grand Jurtes LOS) x. OO. 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. CV 
en ie ee 


/My Masters of Misrule! I havea crow to pluck with you.” 


Onp Pray. 
—0O-—- 


622. It is an essential point, that there should be a certain 
proportion in punishments, because it is essential that a great 
crime should be avoided rather than a smailer,--and that which 
is more pernicious to society, rather than that which is less. An 
impostor, Who called himselt Constantine Ducas, raised a great 
nisurrection at Constantinople. He was taken and condemned 
tobe whipt; but upon informing against several persons of dis- 
‘inction, he was sentenced to be burnt as a calumniator. It is 
very extraordinary, that they should thus proportion the pu- 
uisiments betwixt the crime of high treason and that of calum- 
ay. This puts me in mind of a saying of King Charles Ii, of 
Great Britain. He saw a man one day standing in the pillory 3 
ipou which he asked what crime the man had committed. He 
was answered, ¢ Please your Majesty, he has written a libel 
ayainst your ministers. * The fool, said the King, ‘ why did 
not he write against me? they would then have done nothing 
ohim’—The Baron de Montesquieu. The Spirtt of Laws. 
1750, : 


i 


623. The corn-fields, which follow each other in unbroken, 
succession, (on the road from Piacenza to Parma) are piant 
‘d with lofty trees, for the support of vines that hang from 
drach to branch, and from tree to tree, in rich festoons of 
init and foliage. At their root the melon or the pumpkin 
creeps, and occupies whatever space remains beneath. Every 
where, as we passed along, was to ve seen the slender vigua- 
ole (vinedresser) mounted on a ladder, so white and slim 
hat it seemed to have been made of peeled reeds ; while girls, 
‘ithe picturesque dresses of the country, stood below to re- 
tlve the grapes in wicker baskets. ‘iliese were images of 
eauty and abundance, repeated at every step from Piacenza to 
“/orence ; and the prosperity they indicate, gives no false pic- 
Wwe of the fortunes of the peasantry, who form, perhaps, 


the happiest class of the Italian population, But even here 
OL. VU. No. 19. 











666 THE BLACK DWARF. 


nature, all lovely as she is, would smile in vain, if placed under 
such circumstances as operate in Ireland to degrade the laboure; 
and to ruin the soil. An Irish landlord, an Irish tithe proctor 
an agent of an Irish absentee, a rack-rent, a double hierarchy. 
and an overwhelming taxation, would exhaust the fertility soon 
of this happy region, would convert industry into a gambling 
speculation, exchange daily labour for nightly theft and vio- 
lence, and convert decency and regularity into rags and drun- 
kenness. Against such ruinous combinations of society, nature, 
in her amplest bounty, is wholly powerless; for the more abund- 
ant her gifts, the more prolific her harvests, the deeper is the 
ruin of the unfortunate cultivator. Surely it is a dreary pen- 
alty paid for the enjoyments of foreign scenery, to have the 
heart dragged back by inevitable comparison at every step, and 
to see, even in the oppression and misrule of Ttalian principa- 
lities—a prosperity too forcibly contrasting with the distresses 
and degradation of the land of one’s birth and affections, At 
every step a conviction is forced upon the mind, either that the 
boasted constitution of England is inadequate to the prosperity 
of society, or that the Irish nation is mocked with its sen- 
blance, and has never enjoyed it but under those corruptions, 
which are ever fatal in proportion to the excellence they strive 
te stimulate.— Lady Morgan. Italy, 1821. 


624. The King is the head of justice, in the esteem of our 
jaws; and the whole kingdom is to expect right to be done 
them in his several courts instituted by law for that purpose. 
Therefore writs issue out in his name in all cases where relief 
is sought by his subjects: and the wrongs done to the lives o7 
limbs of the people, are said to be done against the peace of 
the King, his crown, and dignity; reckoning it a dishonour to 
him and his government, that the subjects should not, whilst 
they live within the law, enjoy peace and security. It ought 
to be taken as a scandal upon the King, when he is represented 
in a court of justice as if he were partially concerned, or rather 
inclined to decline that a party accused should be found guilty, 
than that he should be declared innocent if he be so in truth. 
Doubtless the King ought to wish in all enquiries made after 
treasons, felonies, &c. that there were none to be found m his 
kingdom; and that whosoever is accused might be able to 
answer so well and truly for himself, as to shew the accusation 
to be erroneous or false, and to be acquitted of tt. Somes 
thing of this appears is the common custom of England, that 
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ihe clerks of the King’s Courts of justice,when any man hats 
pleaded “ not gnilty” to an indictment, pray forthwith that 
God would send him a good deliverance. ‘Phe destruction 
of every criminal is a loss to a Prince, and ought to be 
grievous to him in the common regard of humanity, and 
the more particular relation of his otfice and the name of 
father. The king’s interest and honour are more concerned 
in the protection of the innocent, than in the punish 
ment of the guilty. This maxim can never run them into 
excesses; for it hath ever been looked upon as a mark 
of great wisdom and virtue in some Princes and States, 
upon several occasions to destroy all evidence against de- 
linquents : and nothing is more usual than to compose the most 
dangerous distempers of nations by acts of general amnesty, 
which were utterly unjust, if it were as great a crime to suffer 
the guilty to escape as to destroy the mnocent. We do not 
only find these Princes represented in history under odious cha- 
racters who have basely murdered the innocent, but such as by 
their spies and informers were too inquisitive after the guilty; 
whereas none were ever blamed for clemency, or for being too 
ventle interpreters of the laws. Though Trajan was an ex- 
cellent Prince, endowed with all heroical virtues, yet the most 
eloquent writers, and his best friends, found nothing to be more 
praised in his government, than that, in his time, all men might 
ihink what they pleased, and every manspeak what he thought ; 
and he had no better wayof distinguishing himself from hiswicked 
predecessors, than by hanging up the spies and informers whom 
they had employed for the discovery of crimes. But if the 
punishment of offenders were as universally necessary as the 
protection of the innocent, he wereas much to be abhorred as 
Nero; and that clemeucy which is so highly praised, were to be 
looked upon asthe worst of vices ; and those who have hitherto 
been taken for the best of Princes, were also as detestable as 
the worst.—John Lord Somers. The Security of English- 
men’s lives: or the trust, power, and duty of Grand Juries 
of England explained, &c., 1681. 





625. Ina free country, I am afraid that a standing army 
rather occasions than prevents mobs, Where a magistrate has a 
guard of regular troops to trust to, he is apt to neglect hu- 
ouring the people he despises and sometimes oppresses, In 
which case, the people, as long as there is any spirit among 
them, will certainly grow tumultuous. If a tumult happen 
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with any just cause of complaint, a little gentle usage and 

calm reasoning generally prevents any mischief, and prevails. 
with the people to return to their duty: but am: agistrate with 
an army at his back, will seldom take this method, for few 
men will be at the pains of persuading, when they know they 
can compel. But in a free country, if a tumult happens with 
any just cause of complaint, the people ought to be satisfied, 
their grievances onght to be redressed; they ouglit not surely 
to be immediately knocked on the head, because that they hap- 
pen to complain in an irregular way. To make use of regu. 
lar troops upon every such occasion, is like a tyrannical 
school-master, who never makes use of the soft arts of persua- 
sion and allurements, but always applies the rod; such a master 
may break the spirit—but never can improve the minds of his 
scholars. — Sir John Barnard. Debates in the Commons, 3d 
kreb., 1737. 


626. On the Extraordinary Execution of CAPTAIN JOHN 
PoRTEOUsS, 7th Sep. 1736. 


By their own arts, tis righteously decreed, 

“The dire artificers of death shall bleed. » 
PoRTEOUS ! thou strong example, timely given, 
How sovereigns should e mploy the power of Heaven; 
Thy wanton ‘hands a sanguine deluge spread, 
Thy country’s equal voice proclaim’ d thee dead : 
But tools like thee were thought such useful things, 
That sordid greatness mov’d all secret springs ; 

In vain the great applied—the court repreiv’d,— 
Eternal justice thought too long thoud’st liv’d : 
Mercy grew vain ; when such a crime grew shight, 
*Twas time the people should assert their nght. 

Yet let the muse the just encomium draw : 
Lelf-injur’'d—how they kept the right of law, 

The ventleness—denied their fellows—gave, 

And left thee time to arm thee for the grave! 

Let none behold thy exit with regret, 

Thou died’st the noblest way—a public debt : 
May the auspicious omen rise im you, 

And villains (screen’d however) mee? ‘their duet 


Samuel Boyse. Poems. 
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LETTERS OF THE BhACK DWARF 
ii 


from the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
Yellow Bonze, at Japan. 


-_ eee 


A BUDGET OF WONDERS. 


Respected Friend, 

This last week, has been a week of wonders, 
of absolute miracles ; and I know not in what terms to 
invoke thy belief of matters, which are really incredible. 
J can hardly believe them myself; and I have actually 
been several times to touch the grating ef my windows 
‘o ascertain Whether [ am really awake, or whether I 
have been dreaming of eyents so remarkable. The can- 
cered stomach of Napoleon, the wonders of the corona- 
tion, and the funeral of her late Iemented Majesty, are 
rifles to what has new occurred. ‘To speak plainly, and 
“in little,’ [ have made converts of Castlereagh and 
Vansittart ; and Liverpool has ag a Llockhead of him- 
fin one shert week, while Mr. James, the honorable 
member for Carlisle, has professed himself an advocate 
ior Universal Suflrave; Peel’s Bill has been virtually 
repealed ; Sir TP. Lethbridge has put his agricultural 
knowledge in opposition to ihe uniled talents of Lord 

Caalleriege Mr. Efusikisson, and Mr. Ricardo; Mr. 
Western, ‘and Mr. Broug ham have been using radical 
laneaave in the House of C oramons . the Ministers have 
been left in a minority, and lost one of their Post Mas- 
‘ers General ; and the Couwréer has at last confessed, in 
plain terms, that “the envy and admiration of the world’ 
(not thés place, but the British Constitution) can only 
be supported by vele corruption and sordid hirelings ! 
lere is a string of wonders for thee! Added to those 
iflast week, which consisted of Lord Folkstone’s acces- 
‘ion to the doctrines of Reform, anid Mr. Canning’s ad- 
‘aission tuat the Reformers were as honest as himself 
though he might have gone farther, without any con 
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pliment to (uc Reformers), these matters form quite an 
era in the annals of this country ; and may be remem- 

bered when all its stories shall have passed away ; except 

the record of them in the pages of thy little friend ; which 
I foresee will one day be read among the ruins of St. 
Pauls, by some solitary wanderer, who will hardly be- 
lieve the desert which be contemplates, could have been 
the scene of “the busy hum of men!” and the favourite 
hive of that celebrated drone, Sir W. Turtle. 

But { must be more explicit; and detail in due order 
the particulars of the prodigies, which I firmly believe | 
have had ;ome little share in producing. Nor do thou 
deem this idle vaunting ; for thou knowest it is the pe- 
culiar business of the ‘Squire ott arts to rouse the Giants, 
with the notice of the approach of the Knights whom 
they serve ; and, as one of the Squires of the sovercign 
people, I have lustily sounded the horn at the doors of 
the Castle of Corruption, until the very battlements have 
shaken, and the great monster has been compelled to 
bestir himiself, fest his very bedehaimber should be storm- 
ed befure he had time to put on his garments, 

The conversion of Vansittart and Castlereagh [ deem 
a master-piece; but, at the same time, } must admit it 
is a sort of God-send: for it was what T never ventured 
lo expect. They have been so ebstinate hitherto, that I 
was afraid they would dash out heir brains against the 
sails of their own windmills ; but P lave at last taught 
them something that resembles prudence. They have 
actually discovered, that it is absolutely necessary lo 
reduce the taxation ; aye, and they have set aboul i, 
00:5 notwithstanding their repeated declaration, that i 
oughé not lo be ve ie d, and that é could not be re- 
duced. Nev ertheless, it es to : reduced and the pro- 
posal to reduce it, comes from Castlereagh tim: self. The 
Norfuik petitioners ealied for a reduction of taxation, to 
the amon! of fire emerge ' And the Ministers ee 
frantic at the bare idea! They swore it would alsolutcls 
rian the country, to do any such thing. Ft was quite 
aut of the SCOPC of possibility. Whe Y could nol think ol 


such a matter. It was absolutely prepastereus. One 






































milion and a hall they had endeavoured to spare, and 
that was ws much as could be done in the way of reduc- 
tion. There was the national honor at stake, the good 
faith of Parliament at stake, the very existence of the 
country Was al stake ; = ~ depended on the mainte- 
nance of taxation, They thouwht they had done a rreat 


~ 2 a 


deal, toremit fs. pes tae om tire Malt Pax; and nothing 
further could they, or would they attempt to do. Castle- 
reash, whose admirable presence of mind, whichis vulyarly 
called impudence, never pauses al any asserlion, swore 
thal the very laws of nature depended on the inainte- 
nance of taxation ‘and thet to rednee the taxes would 
be to fiy in tne face of Providence itself. Taxes, he said, 
were iu cllect as necessary as the helt of the sun, and ihe 
showers that fertilized the ficlds ; and io reduce thet 
would be almost a sort of minor blasphemy. All thie 
curs of the Treasury yelped in the same strain ;—all the 
whippers in of the ‘Treasury benches re-cchoed the yelp- 
ing of their curs; and the mainteuance of laxation was a 
first article of the Treasury belief. Not even a couple of 
lords of the Admiralty could be spared 5 and when they 
were actually thrown overboard with so little ceremony, 
taxation beeame more mena usable, for it was said the 
Admiralty business, would be sore — by the 
“iminution of the Members to be paid. Yet, as the tide 
A Keform came rolling on, with a steady flow, the Mi- 
ney began to discover that all this cant would not avail 
them, 1 was useless to tell the farmers, that they 
bought corn with ihe money they took from them in 
taxes. The cry for Reform encre: ae and the blessings 
“ taxation are at last to be diminished. Myr. Justice 
Bailey will certain ly vo into wmourneeg ; aud all the ad- 
- ales of taxation w ut ry Crane on the left arm, for 
te followine yea Al un has been devised, whic li is 
io enable the Ministe “ws to remit Zire millions per ali 
lum; which, with what has already been done, will make 
hearly a remission of four millions —a lar: ge sum to snatch 
Cutof the grasp of the Treasury ; but yet ‘noth inv: to = 
ust be withdrawn from its fine Sering , before any creat ad- 
"aut Ipe tothe nation ean bee acsieieen But it wil iy some 
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advantage. The healthy cireulatien of four millions 
among the productive classes will be something :—and ag 
it will stimulate the demand for further reduction, it will 
he still more advantageous. The mode in which the re- 
mission is proposed to be effec ‘ted, is to farm out the pen- 
sions and half pay of the military and naval service, 
Which amount 12 round numbers to five millions per 
annum. A grant of 2,800,0001. for 45 years, will release 
2,200,000). for the purposes of immediate relief, of which 
1,860,000. is proposed to be remittcd in taxes to the 
people, and the remainder to be kept for any accidental 
occasion that may arise. Thou wilt perceive that this 
remission is only throwing forward the burthen upon the 
next generation; but itisdoing something for the present; 
and perhaps the next ce eneration m: ay find a means of 
getting rid of the additional burthen as easily as of the 
Toad they were betore destined to bear. ‘The admission 
of the principle, that taxation ts the cause of the distress, 
and that the reducticn of taxation Is the only means of 
reducing the distress, is the creat advantage. ‘The Mi- 
nistry have been competed to ‘admit the principle, and to 
act upon it; and it will be the fault of the public, if they 

ire dllowed to pause. We have brought them to confess 
their errors, and to read their rec -antation ; and if they 
are suflered to relapse into theiy heresy of faith and prac- 
sso thie faull is not curs. 

Pour Lord Live rpool! T really piééy him? Ever since 
he affair of the Queen, be has becn quite a iifieren man 
fo what he was vefore. The famise in 'rcland* ought 
to drive him mad, if ie be noi indeed mad already. His 
theory of thus has been finely Ulustrated. A 
Mecting Tsee is advertised, aud very properly, for the 
purpose of relieving the distress th: at Hireatens to depo- 
pulate Ireland. Surel lythe frst resolution passed at such 
Meeting, should be to appoint a deputation to wait upon 
Lord Liverpool. eal iatc him for his contribution from 
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the abundance With which he is overwhelmed ; for #t can 
be only from his own stores that his ideas of alhedinee 
can he drawn. Lie is every way unfortunate in his theo - 
ries; having the example before his eyes of their absur- 
dity! In Ireland. he has had one of his remedies in a 
had harvest ; 


_ e. nrmntisnta 28... 
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grower, it is fi! He ey 
find the means o: Durchasing foo Wretched p ne 
that he is—iot to perceive that the means of bayis Ypro- 
duce, and not {he amount « of produce, regulates the ‘value 
of all marketable commodities. In expiation of his of- 
fence, let him subscribe liberally to the distresses of Ire- 
land; and | — the dignitaries of the Protestant church 
in freland, who have been drawing their twenty thou- 
sands, their ten thousands, and their five thousands, per 
annum, from ithe misery of the population of that coun- 
try, will not throw them back their one, or two, or five 
guineas; but return some of éhe thousands which oe 
have received, cr rather which they have forcibly take 
in the name of unequitable laws. This is an act of mere 
justice, and of sheer policy too, if their avarice and vena- 
lity do not blind them to their true interests, The Pro- 
testant church owes Ireland a great deal ; and this is the 
fit time for the payment. The following account of the 
riches of the Protestant establishment, will clearly shew 
hoth what it can, and what it ought to do; and if it fail 
in its duty, it will deserve all the punishmeut it can 

ceive at the hands of the Irish. 

“ In Ireland, there arc 22 archbishops and bishops, 300 

“ dignitaries, and about 1200 parochial incumbents. The 

“ tuthesand church rev enues, Which in 1799 amounted te 
* about 150,3001. are at this time supposed to be of the 
“ value of 676 0001. per annum. Mr. Wakefield, from 
“the estimate of well-informed persons, has eiven the 
value of a few of the bishoprics as follows :—The 
. primacy, (Armagh) 14,0001.; Derry, 12,6001.; Kil- 
; dare, more than 10. OOO. : Waterford, 7 O00). Clog- 
® her 10 O00L, The livings in the gift of the Archbishop 

‘ Cashel are worth 35, OOO). per annum :—of the Bishop 

“of Cloyne, 50,0001; of Cork, 30,0001: of Ferne. 
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Ke 39.0001 iNitkiioe bas LOY beuefices, many worth 
1,900 per aunum. [In the bishovrie of Cloyne, one 
‘hiving is worth 3,000L1., one 2,006 a and three 1 001, 
‘The Rectory of Middleton, in the county of Cork, in 
‘the year 1785 yielding scarcely SOO! per annum, at 
“ present produces upwards of 20001.” | 
When it is remembered, my friend, that the sum re- 
qusite to keep an indiy idual_ from famishing in Tre- 
land, would not be more thana shilling per day, here are 
ample resources in aid of general and distant charity. In 
point of justice, these actual proprictors of so large a por- 
iion of the produce of Ireland, ought to have met on the 
first mention of the probability of famine, and by liberal 
subscriptions have removed ail icar of its effects, until 
proper application had been made to more remote quar- 
ters if necessary. A sum of fifty or ahundred thousand 
pounds ought le have been immediately raised among 
these fatteners on the miik and honey of the land, in 
order to furnish the labourers with oatmeal and potatoes. 
[fone man die ef famine, ina country where such enormous 
sums are pai lto the ménisters of religion, the life of that 
man Will be required in heaven at their hands, They have 
enough and to spare: and it is their religious duty, and 
2 moral obligation, thal they should share with the hun- 
ery What they collect from the toil of the poor! We 
shail see what they do; and 1 will take care to inform 
thee cf their regard for their us? debts. {tis a common 
priestly aphorism, that *‘ those who give te the poor 
‘fend to the Le re fam curious to see how far these 
priests will cred beir heavenly master, 
ir. James's lavauon in fayour of Universal Sul- 
frage is auviler justance that rations! opinions, one alter 
another, wil creep ints the ‘ne * Co NEAGNS 5 and if 
they can find entrance | is no wonder they should 
prevail ebs eee we, The “* wiid <a visionary schemes 
of Pablineitiens Reform.” have crossed the threshold of 
of St. Steplen’s, in spite of the host of prejudices that 
stand there as door-keeper s, against the entrance o! corte 
mon sense. Mi. James and a few others have get 
within: and the warders of the citadel begin to cry out 
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against (reason meithin the walls! What must have 
been the feelings of the boroughmongers to hear it said, 
in that house, that ** there could be no community 
“ of thought, no sympathy, no kindred feeling, between 

“the great bulk of the people, and those who sat in that 


‘ House to represent them :’ to hear it said, that ‘* the 
si 2 cai saw the grossest acts of dyranny and tnjustice 
“had arisen from this defective system.’ How 


ainazed the members must have been te find themselves 
recommended to study the writings of the radical Mr. 
Cobbett! [ almost wonder that the spectres of Pitt and 
Perceval did not start up, and endeavour to scare Mr. 
James from his propriety. To hear the Manchester 
Massacre, after it had been proved absolutely necessary 
bya Lancashire Jury, condemned as “ a barbarous 
. outrage, the perpetrators of which had been suffered to 
escape with impunity,” must have quite shocked the ho- 
nourable and right honourable ears of the standing army 
of voters :—and for Lord C astlereagh to be told that “he 
“could not remedy the misgovernment of half a century, 
“ byt urning bonded wheat into flour, and issuing pawn- 
 broker’s tickets io bankrupts and beggars , > was fior- 
ridly familiar; when it auuak be allowed on all hands that 
he could remedy the distress by placing himselt on bis 
“fundamental features,” quite as well as He can by any 
other means. Mr. James will certainly be set down asa 
RADICAL MEMB:R! and may stand some chance of being 
sent to the tower, if the radicals are again put in motion. 
The repeal of Peel’s Billis the next wonder. Not that 
it Is directly repealed. The ministers dare net meet the 
burst of ridicule that would assail them by such a mea- 
sure. But they have devised means for a more abun- 
dant supply of paper money, which they say these odd 
people prefer infinitely to gold! Facilities are to be 
given to country banks, whie fare not to be ¢ ompelled 
'o pay in gold, but in pauper of the Bank of England. 
The Bank Charter is to be extended ten years, that is until 
1343; and it is to have the power of issuing one and taco 
pound notes, though it does not intend to av ail itself of 
the power, at present These are all cunning measures 
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devised to hide the galling confession, that the counte; 
cannot return to cash payments, Scarcely eleven mil. 
tious of gold coin have been issued from the Mint during 
ihe last three years, including the two atlempts to re- 
turn to cash paymenis ; while it would require at least 
forty millions of metaltic currency, to transact the bu- 
siness of the country, aud farice that sum to replace the 
present paper currency, including all iis varieties. By 
extending the partners, whe may carry on the banking 
business from six to an indefinite number, giving to thie 
Bank of Eneland a monopoly of 65 miles round Lendon, 
facility is given to issues of paper to any amount. But 
this expeaient will not answer the purpose for which it 
is intended. Money wiil never be lent, where it cannot 
be profitably employ ed; and the scheme will only en- 
able the Treasury io collect the taxes a little longer; 
that is, supposing the people to remain welling lo pay 
them. The distress has one effect favourable to the Mi- 
nistry and the Poroughmongers, as it renders the people 
indifferent te the nature of the circulating medium.— 
When men are about to pay away instantly all they can 
vet, they care not what it is, so that it answers the pur- 
pose ; and they will take no trouble to get gold for pa- 
per, to pay into the hands of other persons. Hence 
arises the indiffer ence, Which is called a preference for 
pauper! It is only those who are in a condition to save, 
who are called upon to ascertain that their savings are in 
something of real value. So tar they are right, who say the 
people do not 2 ant cold. They do notwant what they cane 
not keep; and it is indifferent at the first view to those who 
must transfer money, in what shape the transfer takes 
place. But they might be taught by the distress occa- 
sioned when a bank stops pay ment, that it is of conse- 
quence always to have value in wold, instead of worth- 
less rags. Paper money is always attended with some 
yisk, and generally with @ great deal of hazard. 
Wise men would therefore never encourage a paper cur- 
rency ; which sooner or later must destroy every system 
of finance which is built upon it. Mr. Western is about 
‘0 propose the formal repeal ot Peel’s Bill. Thisisas wire 
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4s 14 would be toltillone horse because another in the team 
had broken down. ~~ Peel’s Bill has aceelerated the ruin 
of the farmers; to repeal it would be to ruin other in- 
ierests, without restoring the farmers to prosperity. 
The only way out of the wood is to reduce the 
taxes, to reduce the debt, to reduce the expen- 
diture of the court, and to assimilate all existing con- 
tracts to the scale whichthe reductions shall furnish : and 
this is What the ministry must do at last for the people, 
or the people will do it for themselves. 

A Mr. Taylor has been petitioning the House of Com. 
mons under the following circumstances. In ISi4, when 
it was very tempting to speculate in land, he sold out of 
ithe funds at a loss of 50,0001. to invest 150,000]. in 
land, which was afterwards morteaved at 60,0001. The 
mortgagee had foreciosed, and the property would not 
sell for half its original cost. By the operation of the 
Pitt system, this individual has lost 125 ,0001.—a pretty 
round sum to pay in defence of therest, besides the taxes 
epon the whole which have been yearly levied. Tall 
of invading properly! What jJacobin, or what leveller 
could invade it further than this! What foreign tyrant 
could have taxed a conquered country to half this extent? 
Yet I cannot much pity the simpictons who have been 
the victims of this Pittsystem! They were as fond of it 
as ever poor doating mother on a profligate child; and 
having nursed it into mischievous activity, they c¢nnot 
wonder it should have fleeced them so severely. They 
were afraid the jacobins would ruinthem! Poor devils! 
They need not be afraid of that new! The Pilt and 
Peel systems have left nothing for the jacobins to do in 
that way. 

Mr. Western also has been kicking thedying,or rather the 
dead lion in the face; for it is the House of Commons of 
1814 he has been libelling, in the most singular manner. 
I was once indicted for a libel upon a list of dead kings ; 
and [ am surprised Mr. Western was not committed to 
the custody of the Searjeant-at-arms; for he declared 
the majority of the House of Commons of 1814, to be a 
set of unprincipled ——-~-, in their notorious vote that a 
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ponnd note and a shilling were equal to a guinea ; a vote, 
hesaid, which was at variance with the conviction which 
every one of its members individually entertained! 
Will they bear this my friend? Will they bear to be 
told, they were capable of voting a falsehood against their 
better knowledge, and absolute conviction? What if 
that Efouse of Commons be not in existence. A great 
many of the majority are now sitting in the present? 
and the scandal isnearly as direct, as to accuse them in 
person of the offence, which Mr. Western calls the 
“ monstrous and fraudulent determination of the House 
“ of Commons!” Mr. Brougham seconded this blow; and 
added that the House had not only done so, but after 
having declared that a pound note and a shilling were 
equal to a guinea in public estimation, it had in two 
invnths afterwards passed anact to fineand smpreson those 
who should offer /ess than twenty shillings for a Bank note; 
thus proving that in pubdic estemation, the former vote 
was a direct falschood. ‘ These,” said Mr. Brougham, 
‘S were the acts of the TLouse of Commons before the 
‘* last—not the present—for God forbid he should put 
‘himself in jeopardy of its vengeance, by saying what 
“he thought of i.” V will imitate his caution, my 
friend; for if Mr. Brougham would be in danger of pu- 
nishment by speaking his mind, I know not what would 
become of me, were I to be so indiscreet. 

My last wonder, though net the least, is the defeat of 
the ministry on the question of paying a Postmaster- 
general for voling in the House of Lords in behalf of the 
ministry ; for this was the nature of the business, on the 
ground of which Castlereagh betore defended the con- 
tinuance of the office. The insolenec, however, in this 
iustanee outran itsclf. Though he carried his point in 
ine first instance, a little recoilection seems to have 
roused all the virlue of all who have any elaim to inde- 
pendence; and the declaration that it was necessary to 
have useless places with large salaries to bribe ministerial 
voters, was too barelaced to be forced upon the legisla~ 
ture. [t was an avowal of corruption trom which all 
hut the yenal must shrink, as from a pestilence. The 
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yowal of the existence of a CORPS vi partiamentary 
fanessarves Was too 2ZTOSS to pass:—and a manly stand 
has been made against the principle which F trust will be 
followed up by an attack upon all its ramifications. The 
jollowing paragraph from the Courier, which is borrowed 
from the ministerial speeches, will shew the decree of 
political depravity to which interest can stoop. In a 
comment on this defeat of the ministry, it is said— The 
“THING may be called by what name we please; but 
” ce plain, undeniable fact is, that any minister, be he 
‘a Whig Minister, or a Tory Minister, must command 
“so much of certain and sleady support, as will enable 
‘him to perform the functions of bis office without em- 
‘‘barrassment, and without hesitation. Whether this 
a « support shall be obtained by the bestowal of places, or 
‘ tildes, or of any other kind of reward, may be argued 
“as much as ‘we please; but all ‘argument must 
‘end at last in contessing fie system cannot be de- 
“ stroyed!? Tiere then is a plain confession; an open 
and unblushing admission, that bribery, and corruption, 
are requisite to enable a minister to proceed !—that he must 
veseconded by a hireling coi ps of political Janissaries, ready 
toexecule his orders, and swear black is white, or white i is 
black, as it may suit him to affirm: :—that he rust purchase 
the “certain and steady support” of a sort of body 
guards, to lie for him, to swear for him, to bully for him 
and to vole for him, that he may “ perform the functions 
“of his office without embarrassment, or hesitation /” 
if this be not enough to raise the “ envy and admiration 
* of the world,” tie devil isin it! Now the dismissal of 
Lord eT e tor indulging his conscience with a vote, be- 
comes jutellicible. te was Aéred for the certain 
ani steed support of the minister, no matter what the 
ninisier might propo 80, and he was drummed out of the 
Regiment for taking ? pee and vot doing his duty! 
rhe Country ge wits rnight well revolt at the doc- 
trine of the necessity of the hireling ¢ corps in the service of 
the ministy: y ; ard they have recorded their abborrence 
of it, by refus — to s aaetion such anatrocious perversion 
7 principle. What will be the result, | known not. 
Vastlereagh saad the office was one that could not be 
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dispensed with. Ti be bad any spirit, he would eithe: 
keep itin defiance of the House of Commons, or he would 
resign—but he will do neither—for he is handsomely 
paid for his services ; and, like a prudent spaniel that is 
regularly fed, he is too wise to growl at every kick, 
Thy friend and well-wisher 


THE BLACK DW AR] 
FAMINE IN IRELAND! 


A HORRIBLE COMMENTARY, ON THE BLASPHEMOUS por. 
TRINE THAT ABUNDANCe IS Tilk CAUSE OF Thy, 
DiSTRESS. 





nen, 


To the other calamities which aMict Ireland, th ~ of FA- 
MINE, in its most appalling horrors, is now to be added. This 
dreadful commenta: hy upon the MINISTERIAL BLASPHE MY, 
that it is the superabundance of produce to which the national 
distress ought to be attributed, ts a melancholy proof of the 
madness, or Worse than madness, that is seated at the helin 
of State. When Lord Liverpoo! first ventured to utter this 
desperate libel upon the bevevolence of providence, we told 
him, that we could easily point out to him a sufiicient number 
of open mouths, and empty bellies, for the consumption of all 
the produce, not only that which stocked the markets and grit 
varies of England, but ofall thathe could collect from the super- 
fluity of the ‘world, Ve told him that it was only to enable 
those who wanted food to procure it, and we would bring the 
farmer abundance of customers. We told him, in short, that 
it wasnot customers, but MONEY that was wanted ; and that 
if he would cease to plunder the country by an exorbitant 
faration, the farmers would easily dispose of their produce 
at fair prices. But we confess that we did uot imagiie that 
all this caat of superabundance was a mere mockery of our 
credulity. We really thought an abundance existed that plen- 
tiful harvests had really encreased the produce in some de- 
sree; and though we were certain that no distress could have 
been created by any eacess of supply, yet we did imagine the 
supply had exceeded the usual quantity. In Ireland, more 
particularly, we supposed that the produce had been superior 
to that of ordinary seasons; and though we have before said, 
that if all who wanted food in that country were enabled to pur- 
chase it, there would be uo surplus to deluge the markets of 
England ; vet we did think there was a plentiful supply of pro- 
VISIONS ; wate we were by no means prepare ‘do to hear, that mstea 
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of this abundance, Ireland was in reality about to be cursed with 
ACTUAL FAMINE, from the total failure of the crops upon 
which the peasantry of Treland depend principally for their 
support ! Yet, so itis? Famine actually rages in several 
counties of leland ; and, unless the hand of government is 
stretched out to relieve them, hundreds of thousands of the 
population of that unfortunate portion of the globe, must perish 
of ACELUAL WANP, in the midst of an alleged eatreme 
abundance, which causes, by its superfluity, ‘the distress 
of the whole world. If Lord Liverpool may be credited, the 
whole continents of Europe and America, are labeurmg under 
anextremity of distress, proceeding entirely from super-abun- 
lant supply; ; and yet Ireland, which is actually exporting large 
quantities of fall sorts of provisions to England, to the detri- 
mebi, itis said, of the English agriculturists, is labouring itself 
under the calumily of EXISTING FAMINE! ‘To what  infa- 
tuations are the councils of England subjected? To what 
shocking guidance are the wheels of state entrusted! Insult 
and madness seem yoked together, to the ministerial car; and 
with frantic syeee they hasten it to the precipice over which it 
aust drag the ical interests of the country. 

We have seen paragraphs in Various Trish papers, stating the 
melancholy fact that the failure of the potatoe crop last seasop 
would expose many thousands to the horrors of starvation ; 
but on Monday last, Sir E. O’Brien put an end to all doubt 
upon the subject, by eiving the following statement of the 
distress that prevails, and the famine that is impending, over 
heland. ‘fhe honourable Baronet, when requested, to decay 
Wis heart-rending communication until the Irish Secretary made 
his appediance, very properly rephed, that, “ when the condi- 
‘tion of the ereat population of the South of Ireland was such, 
* that al this moment Avadreds of thousands of the peasantry 
Were there endeavouring to live upon one scanty meal of oat- 
mead, mixed up with rwild vegetables and water cresses, in 
the day, it was quite impossible for him to withhold the 
staieme nt of so dreadful and so appalling a fact, even fora 
moment.” Fie then went on to state, “ that potatoes com- 
posed the principal, if not the sole, diet of the population of 
lreland; and that owing to the wetness of the last season, 
“When they were dug, the produce was not only bad, but 
In great part rotted by the moisture since they were laid by! 
‘6 that the supply ef that essential vegetable was new aito- 
vether inadequate tothe subsistence of the poput lation: ; but 
“the extent of the diminution was not until very lately ascer- 
taredio be so clarming es it unfortunately proved to be upon 
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“an accurate exaummation. At the last assizes mi his neighbour 
“ hood, the High Sheriff, tovether with °3 of the Grand Jury, 
“and 21 cf the C cunty Mavistrates, transmitted a statement 
“tg the Lord Lieutenant of the Impending condition of the 
* population of that distuct. He had not the smallest doubt 
*“‘ of the excellent intentions of the Noble Marquis who was 
“now at the head of the Insh Governnient ; > aud that no man 
Was more anxious to alleviate the mise ry ot the people ; but 
the melancholy fact was, that the evil assumed a macnitnde 
which nothing but the resources of parliament could possibly 
reach. He had gone among the peasantry of his county from 
house to house, and seen the stock of spignie' upen which 
alone they had to depend tor subsistence 5 and he declared 
‘tothe House, that abore one hundied and fifly thousand of 
“the PEASANTRY, were in ome quarter of the country, 
‘without any thing like au an adequate quantity of food, and 
“utterly without any means, or resources, for procuring i’. 
He remembered the former distresses which ireland had 
suffered, but they bore not the smallest proportion to that 
which now threatened will famine the population he had meus 
tioned, Ti past seasons of distress, though scareily in the 
crops had raised the prices, still the war-prices and currency 
enabled the farmers to give employment fo the PEAS AN. 
“PRY; and the money of the country banks was widely cir- 
“culated. But what was the case now? The activity of the 
war trade had sul.sided 5 the bauk circulation was diminished ; 
no means ofemployment were left; and thousands of strony 
and able men were idle at large, who in vain sought a single 
day’s work for the simallest pittance which could administer 
to their nourishinent. Phe question for the consideration of 
the House, was what had preduccd this state of things: 
‘© One third af the respectable people of the county of Clan 
‘had been reduced to absolute distress ;—they hack neither 
money nov means to relieve themselves. Tle was aware there 
‘was plenty of cominthe maiket; but what did that do to. 
wards relief, when the distressed parties had no money to 
‘buy: Et was tine, thet the gentry of the country were, tb 
‘many mstances, Oe to co Operate with Une magistrates tr 
affording relief, but what then? Lfow was it possible on ‘ 
‘few individuals to afford permanent relief te 150,600, ot 
* 150,000 men? It was well known to many of hits friends, 
‘thet thousand were et this moment FYING FROM FA- 
“ MINE in Ireland.” The honows se Baronet then adveit- 
Sed to the fact of © the poor people im Ireland bemg ectually 
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“had been mformed by the head police oficer in lis county, 
“that if they were to commit all persons who took provisions 

“ for their support, no jail in the country could hold them; nay, 
“farther, that the parties arrested, if they could get their 
families round them, would think that they had made a hap- 
“ py exchange in gelling into prison a 

Such are the proofs of that MINISTERIAL ABUNDANCE, 
which is seen by no eye, felt by no hand, tasted by no paiate, 
but those of the ministerial retainers and partizans. Like 
Justice Bailey's béssed taxation, this blessed abundance 15 
contined to the chosen few—the anomted—unot of the Lerd of 
Hosts —but of Lord Castlereagh! The abundance of Bni- 
fain, in its effects, somewhat resembles those of the abundance 
of India, in that memorable year when the monopolists of Eu- 
rope bought up all the rice, for European speculation, and left 
the miserable natives to perish of famine, by myriads, under 
the influence of the most genial of heavens, and on the 
very fields where their toi! had produced the abundance which 
was devoted to satisfy the miserable and damned avarice 
of their Enropean plunderers aud tyrants. TAXATION, that 
monster of many shapes, has done the same for Ireland; ane 
the wretched inhabitants are perisbing of hunger, on the fail- 
ure of the potatoe crops, wpon the fields where they have 
produced the abundance of corn, which is torn from them, to 
curse the English markets; if we may venture to use the Mi- 
nisterial vocabulary. If any one were to ask, why the corn 
of Ireland, is not within the reach of the inhabitants of Ire- 
land, what answer would Mr. Justice Bailey make ® Would 
he say the peasantry should not eat eorn—that it is foe wood 
tor the peasantry—that they should be contented with, no- 
laloes, whether good, or bad—wholesome, or unwholesome ? 
—and that potatoes | failing, wild reectables and water cresses 
would be their proper food ? Would he saythis ?—or would he 
admit that a system of politics which had vlaced the ordinary 
productions of « country beyond the reach of its inhabitants, 
Which made them toil to produce corn, that it mieht be ex- 
ported while they starved—was one whic li should be abolished 
by the indignation of manki ng id, as equally watring upon huma- 
ut sand insulting Heaven ! Ww hat has reduced the inhabitants 

{"Treland to live upon potatoes aud oatmeal, while Ireland 
ies wheat, buiter, bacon, &e. Se. What has made them 
“epend solely for preservation from famine upen their potatoe 
gardens?) ‘Phe slavery into —— they have fallen! They owe 
to the conquest, which has made them the labourers of then 
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conquerors, Like the blacks in the West Indies, the Tish are 
fed upon the cheapest, commonest, coarsest food, that the 
best may be sold elsewhere, for the benefit of their masters : 
but they cannot, with the tropical slaves, demand a sufficiency, 
even of the coarsest fosd. They have not the advantage of 
veing the property of theiy masters, like the negro-slaves, or 
they would at least’ be fed and clothed for theirlabour. The 
horrible system of finding out upon how little a human being 
cau be kept in existence, has reduced the Trish to potatoes and 
oatmeal; and if it were discovered that they could be kept 
live upon the “ wild vegetables,’ even the potatoes would be 
seized and exported. In this view, a commercial tyranny, a 
despotisin of property, is stiti worse than the evils of an abso- 
lute Monarchy. The worst of tyrants would allow their slaves 
clothing and food, of some description :—but a financial des- 
potism spares nothing, where a farthing is to be gained. It is 
more than probable, the disturbaaces in Ireland are owing to 


this source, ‘The PEASANTRY have long been aware of, and, 


must have dreaded this navending famine ; as they would be 
more quicksighted than the gentry, who seldom lock at such 
matters until they are forced upon their consideration; and 
while Liverpool, and the parrots who have re-echoed his blas- 
phemous doctrines, have been insulting Eleaven, and reproach- 
ing Providence for its beuevolence, the agents of these politi- 
clans may bave been executing in Ireland, the unfortunate men, 
whom the dread of famine had «alriven to desperation! But, 
such will be the inevitable results of the exclusion of the peo- 
ple from a proper control over the public aifairs. Ta America, 
the agrieudtural distress tills the hoy-troughs with wheaten 
flour. In Ireland, it denies even potatoes to the human spe- 


cies! and turns them to graze upon wild vegetables and waler- 


cresses. The reason is plain. In America, men are free, and 


yovermo themselves. En freland, they are nol free, and they 
are mus-governed by others. 
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